
Finding yourself
in a landscape of practice

imagining the future of learning

Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University
Learning and teaching colloquium

April 7, 2016



Etienne & Beverly Wenger-Trayner

Competence: climbing a hill





Finding yourself

in a complex landscape



Client

Training

ColleaguesWorkplace

Research 
discipline 1

Regulatory 
body

Professional
body

Research 
discipline 2

Finding yourself

in a complex landscape



Client

Finding yourself

in a complex landscape

Training

ColleaguesWorkplace

Research 
discipline 1

Regulatory 
body

Professional
body

Research 
discipline 2



Client

Training

AlumniWorkplace

Research 
discipline 1

Regulatory 
body

Professional
body

Research 
discipline 2

Wikipedia

Communities 
of practice

NGO’s

Google

Informal
communities

Institutes

Informal
curriculums

Personal
networks

Bloggers

Twitter

Finding yourself

in a complex landscape



Finding yourself

in a complex landscape

Identity in the 21st century



Knowledgeability: taking in the landscape
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Competence and knowledgeability

Two ways to relate to 
human practices in 

the world …



Landscapes of practice
a social body of knowledge
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Boundaries of practice

Seeing boundaries as learning assets



Stories of boundaries

When have you crossed a significant boundary?



The 21st century is going to be 
the century of identity

The future of learning
in an increasingly complex landscape of practice

… a shift in the burden of identity



Thank you!

Etienne and Beverly Wenger-Trayner

Email: be@wenger-trayner.com

Website: http://wenger-trayner.com

Workshops: http://wenger-trayner.com/betreat/


