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In this Hejiata neighborhood project, it was witness the trend that from the beginning only around 10 participants
to eventually around 40 residents involve. This trend demonstrate the significance and influence of this project.
Those volunteering works are not as challenging as the technical research but the inner spirit is so valuable. It focus
on the each individual's inherence ranging from minority to the workers. Everyone, every neighborhood need to be

concerned and understood. We hope that this project will keep moving on, extending to more neighborhoods and

demographic groups.
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Feelings and experiences

This semester we went into the community, the daily life of migrant seniors as well; we learned and
experienced a lot in this progress. Interesting activities operated between the migrant seniors and us
such as Ping-Pong, Sado, Suzhou dialect teaching, Zongzi making with the help of community stuffs,
elders were willing to sharing their experiences as well as feelings during these activities.

With the urban development, there is a tendency among university graduates to find a job and settle
down in prosperous big cities; meanwhile, most of the parents choose to follow their child after the
retirement of themselves.

This phenomenon is really common; despite there exist considerable problems. Migrant seniors have
their own house/apartment in the hometown; however, when they follow their children move to
another city, buying a house/apartment become a heavy burden to them again. What noteworthy is
that the price of the house/apartment is notably higher. They need a place to support their late life,
also wish to buy a new house for their children's weddings. A male migrant senior mentioned that he
bought his house in Suzhou use loan from bank during our communication.

Cannot blend right into the local life could be another problem that migrant seniors faces. They do
not understand the local dialect, which leads to the language barrier between them and the local
elders. Migrant with their children to them means the new city, new challenge. Their social
relationships accumulated in their first half of life are broken. Most of them need to restart their life in a
strange city with acquaintance-lack condition.

To all the migrant seniors, children are the best spiritual comfort; however, their children do not have
enough time to company them due to career stress of the young people. After several times
implements, we found that lots of elder people are willing to participate this kind of activity, willing to
sharing their life experiences. There is a reflection of accumulating time on them and they all have
their own unique story to tell.




