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1. How to browse a journal

• Discover and other full-text databases: when you need to search for a topic
(e.g., search for articles focus on “China GPD Growth”)

• E-journals: when you need to browse a journal, no matter which topic it
covers (e.g., read articles published on the Economist)
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2. How to research a company

• Business Market Research Collection: Hoover's Company Profiles

• ABI/INFORM Collection: company reports, country reports…

• Business Source Ultimate: company profile
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3, How to search financial data

• Related guide:  Financial Data Databases 

• Recommended databases:
- WRDS-Wharton Research Data Services 
- CEIC China + Global Package
- CSMAR
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3, How to search financial data

• WRDS (Wharton Research Data Services) is a web-based data research
service from The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. WRDS
provides access to financial, accounting, banking, economics, marketing, and
public policy databases through a uniform, web-based interface.

Browse Data by 
Package

Get help 
from WRDS 
service



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

❖ Extract the following subjects from IBM and Amazon‘s quarterly reports for the 
past 10 years from the Compustat database through web search: Total Assets, Total 
Liabilities, Total Equity, Net Income 

Login to WRDS Homepage → Compustat – Capital IQ → Compustat/ North America → 
Fundamentals Quarterly 

Step 1: Set the time range from January 2010 to December 2020.

Step 2: Find the IBM and Amazon company codes.

Step 3: Select the identifying information: Total Assets, Total Liabilities, Total Equity
and Net Income. 

Step 4: Select the output format.



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Login to WRDS Homepage → Compustat – Capital IQ → Compustat/ North 
America → Fundamentals Quarterly 



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Select the time range



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Choose TIC format

Fill in the TIC codes of IBM and Amazon ;
You can use the "Code Lookup" function to 
find company codes



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Select the screening variables, click on the 
choices to view terms identifies for each 
selection if need help



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Select the 
identifying 
information

Click on the question mark 
to see the exact meaning 
and information of the 
variable



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Set filter criteria if needed 
(optional)



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Select the 
output 
format

Click “Submit 
Query”



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

The queried 
data result



Web Search in WRDS - Compustat as an example

Compustat
Data Formats



3, How to search financial data

• CSMAR Database is the comprehensive database for Chinese business
research, covering data on the Chinese stock market; financial statements
and China Corporate Governance of Chinese Listed Firms.

Search box

User support

View all the 
subscribed Datasets



3, How to search financial data

• CEIC Data covers Macro-economic, industrial and financial time-series data.
• XJTLU Library has subscribed the China and Global package of CEIC.

Guide and help
Choose data 
series Chart and graph
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4, How to seek Library support



XJTLU Library Website

Askalibrarian@xjtlu.edu.cn

VISIT US
XJTLU Library WeChat

FOLLOW US
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